《Scofield Reference Notes – Zepahniah》(C.I. Scofield)
Commentator

The first Scofield Study Bible, published in 1909 and revised in 1917, is one of the most influential theological works of the early 20th century.

Edited by Cyrus Ingerson Scofield, the Scofield Reference Bible was published by the Oxford University Press and became known to many as a handbook of fundamental theology.

The Scofield Reference Bible contains very brief commentary, often consisting of no more than a few sentences and several cross-references. The brevity of the notes allowed Scofield's commentary to be included in the margins and footnotes in study Bibles, which countless Christians use as their primary study Bible.

"The Bible, incomparably the most widely circulated of books, at once provokes and baffles study. Even the non-believer in its authority rightly feels that it is unintelligent to remain in almost total ignorance of the most famous and ancient of books. And yet most, even of sincere believers, soon retire from any serious effort to master the content of the sacred writings. The reason is not far to seek. It is found in the fact that no particular portion of Scripture is to be intelligently comprehended apart from some conception of its place in the whole. For the Bible story and message is like a picture wrought out in mosaics: each book, chapter, verse, and even word forms a necessary part, and has its own appointed place. It is, therefore, indispensable to any interesting and fruitful study of the Bible that a general knowledge of it be gained."
- From the Introduction 

A modern version of the Reference Notes (called the New Scofield Reference Bible) exists, but is a 1967 revision bearing no real relation to C. I. Scofield.

Introduction

Read first chapter of Zephaniah 

This prophet, a contemporary of Jeremiah, exercised his ministry during the reign of Josiah. It was a time of revival (2Ki. 22), but the captivity was impending, nevertheless, and Zephaniah points out the moral state which, despite the superficial revival under Josiah ( Jeremiah 2:11-13 ), made it inevitable. 

Zephaniah is in four parts: 

1. The coming invasion of Nebuchadnezzar a figure of the day of the Lord, 1:1-2:3. 

2. Predictions of judgment on certain peoples, 2:4-15. 

3. The moral state of Israel for which the captivity was to come, 3:1-7. 

4. The judgment of the nations followed by kingdom blessing under Messiah, 3:8-20. 

01 Chapter 1 
1:4  I will also stretch out mine hand upon Judah, and upon all the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and I will cut off the remnant of Baal from this place, and the name of the Chemarims with the priests; 

Chemarims 

i.e. idolatrous priests. Cf. 2 Kings 23:5 . 

1:5  And them that worship the host of heaven upon the housetops; and them that worship and that swear by the LORD, and that swear by Malcham; 

Malcham 

An idol of the Ammonites, same as Molech, or Milcom. 

1:7  Hold thy peace at the presence of the Lord GOD: for the day of the LORD is at hand: for the LORD hath prepared a sacrifice, he hath bid his guests. 

for the day of the Lord 

As in the other Prophets, the approaching invasion of Nebuchadnezzar is treated as an adumbration of the true day of the Lord in which all earth-judgments will culminate, to be followed by the restoration and blessing of Israel and the nations in the kingdom. See "Day of the Lord" Isaiah 2:10-22 ; Revelation 19:11-21 "Israel" ; Genesis 12:2 Genesis 12:3 ; Romans 11:26 . CF. Joel 1.,2. 

1:11  Howl, ye inhabitants of Maktesh, for all the merchant people are cut down; all they that bear silver are cut off. 

Maktesh 

Lit. The Mortar, a depression in Jerusalem where the bazaars were. 

02 Chapter 2 
2:1  Gather yourselves together, yea, gather together, O nation not desired; 

Marg 

desired Lit. that hath not shame. Cf. Jeremiah 3:3 . 

2:7  And the coast shall be for the remnant of the house of Judah; they shall feed thereupon: in the houses of Ashkelon shall they lie down in the evening: for the LORD their God shall visit them, and turn away their captivity. 

remnant 

(See Scofield "Jeremiah 15:21") . 

2:13  And he will stretch out his hand against the north, and destroy Assyria; and will make Nineveh a desolation, and dry like a wilderness. 

Nineveh 

(See Scofield "Nahum 1:1") . 

03 Chapter 3 
3:2  She obeyed not the voice; she received not correction; she trusted not in the LORD; she drew not near to her God. 

trusted 

(See Scofield "Psalms 2:12") 

3:7  I said, Surely thou wilt fear me, thou wilt receive instruction; so their dwelling should not be cut off, howsoever I punished them: but they rose early, and corrupted all their doings. 

fear 

(See Scofield "Psalms 19:9") 

3:9  For then will I turn to the people a pure language, that they may all call upon the name of the LORD, to serve him with one consent. 

then will I turn 

In Zephaniah the conversion of "the peoples" is stated out of the usual prophetic order, in which the blessing of Israel and the setting up of the kingdom precedes the conversion of the Gentiles. (See Scofield "Zechariah 12:1") . See Scofield " Zechariah 12:8 ". But the passage gives clear testimony as to when the conversion of the nations will occur. It is after the smiting of the nations. Cf. Isaiah 11:9 with context; Daniel 2:34 Daniel 2:35 ; Psalms 2:5-8 ; Acts 15:15-17 ; Revelation 19:19-20:6 . 

3:12  I will also leave in the midst of thee an afflicted and poor people, and they shall trust in the name of the LORD. 

trust 

(See Scofield "Psalms 2:12") . 

3:13  The remnant of Israel shall not do iniquity, nor speak lies; neither shall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth: for they shall feed and lie down, and none shall make them afraid. 

remnant 

(See Scofield "Jeremiah 15:21") 

3:15  The LORD hath taken away thy judgments, he hath cast out thine enemy: the king of Israel, even the LORD, is in the midst of thee: thou shalt not see evil any more. 

the midst of thee 

That this, and all like passages in the Prophets (see "Kingdom (O.T.)," Genesis 1:26 ; Zechariah 12:8 cannot refer to anything which occurred at the first coming of Christ is clear from the context. The precise reverse was true. (See Scofield "Isaiah 11:1") . 

